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ANNOUNCER: Unele Sam' 


"a Forest Rangera! 


MUSIO: Theme 
ANNOUNCER: Seeretary of Agriculture Wickard recently mede this 
+P observation... "War," said Mr, Wickard, and I'm quoting Bs 
aame"War is a good deal Like soil erosion on & gigentis 
a seale. The forces that cause war, like thos that cause wn 
' erogion, are always there, and the only way to keep then a 
7 from getting a start and tearing things to pieces is by 
i intelligent planning and everlasting work!... (end of 
quotation)....In & etrong sense, this is also the philosophy 
of Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers, Their job is on of continal — 
planning....continual work...for public good. The Forest 
Rangera are working with. all their strength for the 
future that should pring everlasting peace, And they hope 
with all their heart, that their ePranta Will truly 
ada to that peace....Now to the Pine Cone Ranger Station 


where we find Ranger Jim Robbins! wife, Bess, clearing 


up the @ishes while young assistant Ranger Jerry Quick 


erabe a late bite of preekfast in the kitchen. Here 
‘ . they @Pre.eooe 
12 FADE YN SOUNDS OF DISHWASHING, OCCASIONAL CLATTER OF SILVERWARE 
JERRY: § (KEEP SLIGHTLY OFF) I don't understand it. 
a Beas? You don't understand that, Jerry? 


J JERRY: Well, Jim said he and I were going to gepend the day 


shecking huntera on the Bull Creek area. Instead of 


that, he gets up real early and heads out of here all 


by himeesif. I don't get it. 
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(SOLEMN) Don't you know what day this ie, Jerry? 
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enough, Jerry? 


(MOTHFUL) Yes, thanks, I could eat a couple more of these Bi 
heat Dao though, Mrs. Niebbine...EBut about Jim, Where'd 4 

| ‘a 

he go, anyway? . a 


Beh? Sure. It's Thursday, November Lith.. Hey, November Lith 


That'e right. This is Armistice Day. 
Armistice Day, 1943. Gogh, I guess Jim didn't realize 


that when we first planned to work togather today. 


HE realized it last night, after you'd gone to bed, Jerry. au 
Yeoh, I know Jim Likes to get off in the forest by ’ 
himself on a Gay like this...i guess that's because of \_ 
David, ion't 4% Mrs. Robbins? 7) 
(VERY QUIETLY} Yes Jerry. Our boy David.. he helved 4 
make the firat Armistice Day possible, but he didn't live 4 
to gee it himself. | i 


It's all right, Jerry...dim said to tell you to just go 


eheed by yourself. He said you could handle it alone for | fe 

today. } : 

Sure, Of sourse....Jim rates a day of f by himeelf once a 

year anyway. if 

He won't be by himself, Jerry. Not today..... y 

Huh? 

Remember Johnny Roberts, Jerry? _ | ala 

Johnny? Oh yea, that kid from Beaver Creek, Jim's taking 

Johnny out inte the + rth him today? | : 5 
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JERRY: 


named Johnny may help to fill the plece of a little boy 


Not exactly,derry. Jim's gone over to Beaver Creek, Ho 


plans to spend the day there in Beaver Creek with little 


Johnny. 
Going te spend the whole day in that old God~foresaken out-over 
areat Gosh, 1f he feels low, all that barren cut-over’1i ‘| 
make it worse....What's he and Johnny gonna do all day? 
You have fergotten, Jerry....dim's going to help Johnny 
plent trees. 

Says Of course! Jim promised La ttle Johnny he'd do just 
that. . help ham set out some trees now as a starter for 
the big tres planting program we hope to have in Beaver 
Creek after the war. | | 
Yes, Jerry. Jim said last night that he thought it'd be 
a good idea to do that with Johnny today because.. well, 
dim said Armistice Day thie year ought te be one of yeaqlve fi 
and not a day of recollection alone. 
A day of resolve... And action, and a look aheed? huh 7? Tf 
guess setting out those trees in Beaver Creek sughta 

cover it, all right. And... wait a minute... this youngster 
Johany. His Dad's in the Army and overseas to boot, isn't 
he? Say, you don't think that’s ancther reason for Jim 
wanting to be with the kid, do you? 

aT could be Jerry. But something else oecurred to MC. oo 
What's that Mra, Robbins? 

Well, I think maybe that for today at least, a little boy 


named David in (FADE) a father's aching heart....o. 
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JOHNNY: (FADING IN) That's the second time you've don that, Mr. 
Robbins. 
Z...2 didn't realize it, Johnny. 

I don't mind 


Jims 


Joby 


JIMS 


JOR VNY 
« LM 


| JOHNNY: 


JIM: 


The second time you've called me David, 


2a, that's all right, sir. 
I'm glad, Johnny....Well, son, we "ve got this last tree 
to plant. The sun will be going down in a few minutes. 
Gee» just one more. Can I plant 46, all by myself? 
Sure, Go to it. Here's the shovel. 

This 4s a good place, isn’t 4%? Near this big old stump? 


DON"¢ set it too close, Johnny. We want to give the roots 
@ chance, You Know. 

How about here, Mister Robbins? 

That's good. It'll be in line with the other trees in 
this Ae right, dig the hole. 

Right...(SOUND OF DIGGING) Gee, this has been a swell 
day, Mister Rebbins. 


So it has, son, so it has, 


DIGGING OUT 


JOHNNY: 


wiM: 


JOHNNY s 


That ought to be deen enough. Now, for Mister tree. In 


you go, Mister tree.... 
NSt teu deep, Johnny. 
iknow. We gotta keep the root callar right even with the 


tep of the ground, (SCRAPING) A Little dirt under the . 


roots, and, there, now I can 2411 it in, ean't I? 
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4 JIM; That's fine, son. You've got those roots all apread out + 
kL ; dandy, Fill ‘er in, a 
\_ SOUND oF scraPINe | zn 
vy JOHNNY ¢ There, that does it. Now, I'11 pack it down good...»There? a 
, 5 Now, @ Little tug at the tree....See, Mister Robbins, 14's 4 
6 good and solid, 4sn't it? . q 
7 JIM: Couldn't be better, #20N. 4 
te JOHNNY: Gee, the last tree. a 
K JIM: (MUSING) That's just the way he said it...David...30 many y 
: 10 years ago. "Gee, the last tree, Dad!" a 
a4 (SLIGHT PAUSE) q 
ce JOHNNY: Mister Robbins ai | , 
3 JIM: Fuh? Oh..¥es, Johnny? ce re 
a8 JOHNNY: Who was David, Mister Robbins? Some little boy like me, ‘ 
fis that you knew once? : | Hy 
46 JIM: Yes, Johnny. A little boy a lot like you. ..Wanta sit here 4 
27 on this stump with me & minute, Johnny? The sun's not quite By 
48 down yet...And if you like, I*11 tell you a little : 
Hao about David, = | | Pn. ‘a 
., SOHNNY: Oh, I'd like that, sir, I'11 sit here. i 
JIM: Good... Comfortable? | 
a JOHNNY 3 Yes sir. Now about David, Mister Robbins. . f 
4 JIM: Davia wee my little boy, Johnny... My son. fe 
a JOHNNY: I didn't know that, Mister Robbing. He doesn't live with - 
; you at the Ranger Station now, ces he? a 
. ol 
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i did these things together. 


‘be the last war we'd have. But 1% didn't work out that ha 


way » GON. 


@ soldier now. 


No. 

But he did when he was little, didn't he? 

Yee. 

Gee, he musta had s lot of fun, Going out in the woods 
with you and vlanting trees and...Did he help you plant 
trees, Mister Robbins? | 

Yes, Johnny. We planted a let of trees together. 
Often, just the two of us, like you and me today. 

OH. Now I know why you called me David every ones in a 
while. You forgot, and really thought I wag David, 
aian't you? 

Maybe it was that I remembered, once again, that Davia and 


Where's David now, Mister Robbins? . 

That's what I want to tell you,dohnny. And maybe, in 
telling you, you'll be able to understand a little better 
apout the war and the importance of planting trees in 
Beaver Oreek and all....o.I guess that doesn’t make serse 
right now, but maybe it will in a minute, son, 

Wh Huh. 

David wag a soldier in the first world war, It was before 


you were born, Johnny. We all hoped back then that 1t would 


I know Because there's a var now, isn't-there? And my Daddy's 
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The job wasn't completely done then, as we'd hoped, 
Johnny. The sore spote weren't all cleaned up, didn't 
heal in the right way. There were too many places.... 
like Beaver Creek, Jonnny..o.et0O many places Left 
without care and attention end the sickness of the. 
lend stayed with the people and the pain of both the 
lend and the people helped to create another war, this 
WAT. aye 
I don't understand, Mr. Robbins. You said Beaver Creek 
was like those other places? 

Yes, in a way. AL1 over the world, Johnny, where there 
are places Like Beaver Creek that have been foolishly 
abused, where resources both physical or apiritual have 
been misused or neglected, there you'RL find the starting 
place for diseatisfaction, unhappiness, & poor brand of 
Living. Those are the places that have got to be cleaned 
up. I reckon this is kinda over you head, huh, son? 
Well, some of it, Mister Robbins. J know something though. 
YES? | 
It'd be lota more fun to have a lotte trees growing here 
around Beaver Creek again, inatead of all these old rotten 
stumps. And it'd sure meke it easier for Mom to keep 


the house clean and for me te get stove wood ENG. oe os 


a lot of things like that. Is that what you mean, Mister Robbins? 
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JOHNNY: 
we oMs 
2 OHNNY: 


JIM: 


JOHNNY: 
JIM: 


JOBRNNY : 


Yes, Johnny. it's as simple as that. I reckon Beaver 


Creek is only & wee gmail place compered te other sick 
places in the world; but todey, gon, you and I have 
made a start in healing up the soreness and devastation 
that's in this Beaver Creek land. We've made a4 start, 


planting a few trees, to restore a spot of land and 


away of life that my boy David gave his life fighting 


for, years BGO... 
And that my Deddy is fighting for now? 


Yes, Johnny. . o 


I was thinking about Daddy. Gee, he'll be proud then 
that we planted these trees, won't he? And maybe 
he'll help me plant some more trees when the war is 
over and he comes back home....2 pray for Daddy every 
night, Mister Robbins. ; 

Good boy, Johnny...if my plans and your prayers work 
out, son, your Daddy and you will sure enough be 
planting trees together here in Beaver Oresk, after 
the war, | | 

Gee, you mean Daddy could have a regular job planting 
trees richt here at home? 

We hope that's the way 1t will be, Johnny. That's 
what we're working for any way. 


Gosh, Mom wL1l be proud to know that, Mister Robbins. . 


eee And, Mister Robbins? 
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JIM: Yes, son? 
JOHNNY: I'm awful sorry about David.... 
JIM: . Bless your heart, youngster.....But don't be....1 feel 


pretty good about it all now. Working with you today, 
and talking to you, Johnny, has helped more. than 
you'll ever know. Well, the day is about done.... 

JOHNNY s Dey is done....S3ay, that's the name of a poen our 
school teacher taught us last week, Mister Robbins.... 
It's called Taps. | 

Jit: Tave. “Yea, of course. will WOW 6.2 9 Waal you recite | 

| it for me, Johnny? 

JOHNNY : Sure...4'1l stand up here, on this o14 stump... 

JIM: That 's right....And I'11 look back over thoge rows of 
little trees we planted today, Johnny. Go agead, gon. 

JOHNNY : (RECITING) Day is done; gone the sun...from the lakes, 
from the hills, from the sky...All is well, safely 
regt....God SAE eb Bed 9 ae 

JIM: (SLOWLY) All ig well...safely rest....God is nigh.... 

MUSICAL FINALE | 

ANNOUNCER: Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers comes to you each week 
during the National Farm and Home Hour as a network 
vresentation with the cooperation of the Forest Services, 


United States Department of Agriculture..... 
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